NAPOLEON:  THE  LAST  PHASE
" What a man! What a soldier! Ney is lost! I have three hundred millions in the cellars of the Tuileries. I would give them all to get him back." We can only conclude from this cruel change that Napoleon never forgot or forgave the terrible interview with Ney at Fontainebleau in April, 1814, nor the vaunt of Ney in 1815 to bring him back in a cage. He only summoned him to the army, indeed, at the last moment before Ligny. At the end there was, in truth, no love lost between the two heroes.
Again there comes the news of the death of Murat. As in the case of Napoleon's discourse to Montholon about Ney's death, there is a strange particularity in this event, in that it is first announced to Napoleon by three separate people. Las Cases reads him the news. "At these unexpected words the Emperor seizes me by the arm, and cries,' The Calabri-ans were more humane, more generous, than those who sent me here/ This was all. After a few moments of silence, as he said no more, I continued reading." This, perhaps, is the authorized version, as it is that given in the Letters from the Cape.
O'Meara also brought the first news. "He heard it with calmness, and immediately demanded if Murat had perished on the field of battle. At first I hesitated to tell him that his brother-in-law had been executed like a criminal. On his repeating the question, I informed him of the manner in which Murat had been put to death, which he listened to without any change of countenance."
Then Gourgaud brings the first tidings. "I announce the fatal news to His Majesty, who keeps the same countenance, and remarks that Murat must have been mad to risk such an enterprise. I
184 when in Russia.
